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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 

The City Schools of Decatur Board establishes this Pupil Progression Plan that outlines 
the procedures and requirements for promotion and graduation for the students in the 
City Schools of Decatur. This plan has been developed to provide each student with the 
maximum opportunity to succeed in school and gain an appropriate educational 
foundation. 
 
The establishment of requirements for promotion and graduation are a necessary part 
of any instructional institution. It is expected that with appropriate motivation, the vast 
majority of City Schools of Decatur students who receive appropriate instruction can 
make satisfactory progress each year. It is expected that most will be able each year to 
achieve a level of academic proficiency and social and emotional development that will 
enable them to benefit from instruction at the next higher level. However, for a variety of 
reasons, individuals may require more or less than the usual amount of time in 
particular grade levels to develop their educational potential. 
 
The Pupil Progression Plan is reviewed and amended annually to meet the needs of 
students in the City Schools of Decatur. All instructional personnel of the City Schools of 
Decatur are charged with the authority and responsibility to implement the City Schools 
of Decatur Pupil Progression Plan for the purposes of achieving state, district and 
school goals. 
 
 

 
 
 

The City Schools of Decatur Board: 
 

Members: Annie P. Caiola, Chair  
C. Garrett Goebel,  Vice Chair 
 
Bernadette J. Seals 
Lewis B. Jones 
Tasha White 
 

 
Superintendent: David Dude, Ph.D. 
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PREKINDERGARTEN – GRADE 5 
I. Early Learning and Elementary School Progression 

A. PreKindergarten-Grade 5 

1. Overview 

a. PreKindergarten classes in City Schools of Decatur are 
lottery-funded. They have a maximum of 22 students with one certified 
teacher and one full-time paraprofessional. 

b. The prekindergarten classes in City Schools of Decatur use the 
Opening the World of Learning (OWL) framework to organize their 
classroom routines and curriculum. OWL is a research-based and 
field-tested PreK curriculum designed to develop language and early 
literacy skills in the context of rich content while building a foundation in 
mathematics, science and social studies. This framework builds 
independence and skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten 
classrooms and serves as an antecedent to success in later grades.  

c. Real Math Building Blocks PreK is a supplemental mathematics 
curriculum designed to develop young children’s early mathematical 
knowledge through various individual and small- and large-group 
activities. It uses Building Blocks for Math PreK software, manipulatives, 
and print material. Real Math Building Blocks embeds mathematical 
learning in children’s daily activities, ranging from designated math 
activities to circle and story time, with the goal of helping children relate 
their informal math knowledge to more formal mathematical concepts. 

d. Students that are enrolled in the CSD prekindergarten program 
on the last day of school will be enrolled at their zoned school for 
Kindergarten.  

2. K-3 Overview: Expeditionary Learning 

a. Expeditionary Learning builds capacity to ignite each student’s 
motivation, persistence, and compassion so they become active 
contributors to building a better world and succeed in school, college, 
career, and life. 

b. The innovative curriculum, teacher-created resources, and 
model of professional coaching and support are anchored by a vision of 
student success that joins academic achievement, character, and 
high-quality work. 

3. Grades 4-5 Overview: International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary 
Years Programme (PYP) 

Pupil Progression Plan 2017-2018 Page 6 



a. The IB PYP prepares students to become active, caring, lifelong 
learners who demonstrate respect for themselves and others and have 
the capacity to participate in the world around them. It focuses on the 
development of the whole child as an inquirer, both within and beyond 
the classroom 

B. Comprehensive Program 

1. Requirements 

a. The comprehensive program for elementary school grades in 
the City Schools of Decatur reflects state and local requirements for 
elementary education and is aligned with the Georgia-required student 
curriculum. 

2. Instructional minutes 

a. Student’s instructional days meet and exceed state 
requirements for daily number of instructional minutes. 

C. Areas of Study 

1. The following areas of study are required at each grade level: 
a. Language Arts (reading, writing, speaking, viewing, listening) 
b. Mathematics 
c. Science 
d. Social Studies 
e. Physical Education and Comprehensive Health Education 
f. Art 
g. Music 
h. Spanish 

2. Modifications 

a. The areas of study above may be modified to meet an individual 
student’s academic needs. 

D. Homework 

1. District policy 
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a. Homework is an integral part of the instructional program for all 
children. It should be an extension of the class goals and objectives. It 
should be designed to reinforce skills taught or to give students 
opportunities for application of class learning. Teachers of academic 
subjects are expected to assign homework on most school nights and 
are required to give feedback to students on all homework assignments. 

2. Principals will be responsible for the following: 

a. Communicating the District policy on homework to staff 
members, students, and parents/guardians 

b. Reviewing the District homework policy with the total school staff 

c. Encouraging parents/guardians to communicate with the school 
if they feel student’s homework assignment are excessive or not 
sufficiently challenging to the student 

d. Monitoring the implementation of the homework guidelines 

e. Emphasizing reading as an integral part of the school’s 
homework policy 

3. Teachers will be responsible for the following: 

a. Teaching independent study skills 

b. Making specific assignments 

c. Checking, reviewing, evaluating, and/or grading student 
homework, according to the teacher’s individual methods, in keeping 
with a system that is clearly explained to the class 

d. Giving feedback on homework assignments in a timely manner 

e. Making instructions related to homework clear and providing 
guided practice when appropriate 

f. Encourage students to devote 30 minutes daily to reading as 
part of their homework assignment 

g. Timely communication with parents regarding homework 
assignment concerns 

4. Students will be responsible for the following: 

a. Completing assigned homework as directed 

b. Returning homework to the teacher by the designated time 
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c. Submitting homework assignments which reflect careful 
attention to detail and quality of work 

d. Devoting at least 30 minutes to reading as part of their 
homework assignment 

5. Parents’/Guardians’ responsibilities include the following: 

a. Taking an active role in the child’s performance in school 
through encouragement and support of the child in the completion of the 
child’s homework assignment, but not to include performing the child’s 
work 

b. Supporting the school in regard to the students being assigned 
homework 

c. Requesting assignments for student in advance, when possible, 
for short term absences 

d. Read to or encourage student to read for a period of at least 30 
minutes each day as part of their homework assignment 

e. Timely communication with the teacher regarding homework 
assignment concerns 

f. It is understood that it is not the parent’s/guardian’s 
responsibility to have to give a great deal of assistance to the student in 
completing homework. Parents or other family members should, 
however, make every effort to read to students who cannot read on their 
own during the assigned homework period. 

E. Make-Up Work 

1. School-specific practice 

a. Each school uses a practice appropriate to the grade levels they 
serve. Consult the school handbook for this school-specific practice. 

F. Reporting of Progress 

1. Work Sampling System 

a. In PreKindergarten, the state-required Work Sampling System 
(WSS) is used. Information from the WSS is presented to families at 
family conference events twice during the year.  

2. Progress Reporting 

Pupil Progression Plan 2017-2018 Page 9 



a. Standards-Based Report Cards will be issued for Grades K-5. 

b. In elementary school, grades K through 5, progress will be 
reported six times during the school year at the end of each marking 
period. 

(1) Report card to parents every 12 weeks (end of 2nd, 4th, and 
6th marking periods) 

(2) Parent/Teacher Conference at the end of 1st marking 
period 

(3) MAP, Curriculum Night, and optional Conference at the 
end of 3rd marking period 

(4) Student-led and/or Parent/Teacher Conference at › 

c. Academic Scoring/Reporting 

(1) N/A = Not Assessed 

(2) 1 = Does not meet expectations of standards taught 

(3) 2 = Approaching expectations of standards taught 

(4) 3 = Meets expectations of standards taught 

(5) 4 = Exceeds expectations of standards taught 

d. Performance Level for behavior that promotes learning and 
Expeditionary Learning Habits of Scholarship (K-3) 

(1) S = Strength 

(2) D = Developing 

(3) E = Emerging 

e. Performance Level of IB Learner Profile/Specials/Effort (4th-5th 
grade) 

(1) S = Strength 

(2) D = Developing 

(3) E = Emerging 

3. Notices to Parents/Guardians 

a. Parent/guardian will be supplied with the following, as 
applicable: 
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(1) notification at any time during the grading period when 
there is a significant change in the student’s achievement, effort 
and/or conduct 

(2) notification of all state-wide and district wide tests at the 
elementary level 

(3) notification when the student does not meet proficiency 
levels on statewide assessments in reading, writing, and 
mathematics and the opportunity to meet with school leaders to 
develop an individualized Academic Improvement Plan (AIP) to 
assist the student in meeting the expectations of proficiency.  

(4) Parents of students with disabilities will be informed of 
progress at least as often as parents are informed of their 
non-disabled student’s progress. 

G. Academic Improvement Plans (AIP) 

1. Assist struggling learners 

a. When required and in consultation with the parent, the school 
must develop and implement an AIP designed to assist the student in 
meeting state and district expectation for proficiency. 

b. The AIP shall also identify the desired levels of performance in 
the student’s specific areas of weakness, and the instructional and 
support services to be provided to meet the desired levels of 
performance. Schools shall provide frequent monitoring of the student’s 
progress. 

 
c. The AIP will serve as the documentation method for all support 
services, with the exception of 504 accommodation plans and IEPs 
through IDEA. School staff efforts to differentiate instruction at the Tier I 
level and provide different and/or more intensive interventions at the Tier 
II and III levels will be documented on the AIP, along with supporting data. 
All Response to Intervention functions and data will also be documented 
in the AIP. Finally, promotion/retention decisions will be documented in 
the AIP, as well. 

2. Early Intervention Program (EIP) 

a. Students in grades K-5 not performing or maintaining academic 
grade level skills may qualify for support services through the Early 
Intervention Program (EIP).  

b. Identified students receive additional support to assist with 
reaching grade level performance. Students are to be served in an 
appropriate instructional model. 
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c. Program Assurances 

(1) All EIP staff are certified – early childhood  

(2) A minimum of 45 minutes for grades K-3 and 50 minutes 
for grades 4-5 is defined as one segment. Students will receive 
services as many segments as necessary to support academic 
growth. 

(3) EIP Qualifying Criteria are being followed in identifying all 
students who are performing below grade level according to City 
Schools of Decatur at-risk determinants. 

(4) All EIP students served must have an AIP in place.  

(5) EIP models have been established to serve all students 
who qualify for services in reading and/or math. Instructional 
interventions have been designed to meet the needs of each 
individual student by providing accelerated, differentiated, and/or 
additional instructional resources to help students who are 
performing below grade level obtain the necessary academic skills 
to reach grade level performance in the shortest possible time. 

(6) EIP Exit Criteria are being followed.  

(7) Ongoing formative assessments that reflect individual 
student achievement gains throughout the academic school year 
have been established (e.g., AIMSWeb, MAP, writing samples, 
Oral Reading Fluency) 

H. Student Progression  

1. Definitions 

a. Accelerated instruction - challenging instructional activities 
intensely focused on student academic deficiencies in reading and/or 
mathematics; instruction designed to enable a student who has not 
achieved grade level to meet grade-level standards in the shortest 
possible time 

b. Additional instruction - academic instruction beyond regularly 
scheduled academic classes designed to bring students not performing 
on grade level to grade level performance; may include more 
instructional time being allocated during the school day, instruction 
before and after the school day, Saturday instruction, and/or 
summer/inter-session instruction 

c. Differentiated instruction - instructional strategies designed to 
meet individual student learning needs 
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d. Grade level - standard of performance on a criterion-referenced 
competency test 

e. Placement - assignment of a student to a specific grade level 
based on the determination that such placement will most likely provide 
the student with instruction and other services needed to succeed and 
progress to the next higher level of academic achievement 

f. Placement committee - committee established by local school 
principal or designee to make placement decisions concerning a 
student who does not meet expectations on the state-mandated test; 
committee comprised of principal or designee, student's parent or 
guardian, and teacher(s) in the content area(s) in which the student did 
not achieve grade level on the state-mandated test 

g. Promotion - assignment of a student to a higher grade level 
based on the student's achievement of established criteria in the current 
grade. 

h. Retention - the re-assignment of a student to the current grade 
level during the next school year 

2. Promotion Standards and Criteria 

a. PreKindergarten students are promoted to Kindergarten unless, 
under the urging of a Response to Intervention (RtI) team or 
Individualized Education Plan team, another year in PreKindergarten is 
deemed appropriate. 
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b. Promotion or retention decisions are made by the Principal, 
teacher, and include parent input. Every effort is made to use multiple 
criteria before making such decisions. 

c. Promotion standards for grades K-5 will based on a 
consideration of the following: 

(1) Teacher recommendation 

(2) Parent recommendation 

(3) Principal recommendation 

(4) Reading placement test results  

(5) GMAS-EOG results (grades 3-5) 

(6) MAP results (grades K-5) 

(7) Classroom performance 

(8) Retention history 

(9) Students are required to “meet” standards in two of the 
four core academic areas (ELA/Reading, Math, Science and 
Social Studies) 

 

3. Retention and Placement 

a. A teacher shall have the authority to recommend retention of a 
student in a given grade. Generally a student may not be retained more 
than once, and no student shall remain in Kindergarten more than two 
years.  

b. The school principal or designee may retain a student who 
performs satisfactorily on the GMAS-EOG but who does not meet 
promotion standards and criteria established in this policy. No student 
may be retained if s/he meets all academic promotion criteria. 

c. Any student being considered for retention must be on an 
Academic Improvement Plan. 
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d. Whenever a student in grades K-5 is retained or placed or a 
student in grades 3-5 does not achieve Level #2 Developing Learner or 
higher on the mathematics portion and/or does not achieve at “Grade 
Level or Above” on the reading portion of the Georgia Milestones-End of 
Grade test, a written plan of action shall be developed. This plan will 
provide the student with an opportunity for accelerated, differentiated, or 
additional instruction in order to perform at grade level at the end of the 
next school year.  

e. If a student is not promoted, the student’s academic record, as 
indicated by his report cards, must show over the year that the work 
was less than satisfactory. Non-promotion should not be a sudden 
decision, nor come as a surprise to the parent. The following process 
should be followed: 

(1) A written deficiency notice should be mailed to the parent 
at the first indication of academic failure 

(2)  A request for a conference should be documented on 
Infinite Campus in the PLP 

(3) If a parent does not respond to the request for a 
conference a follow-up should be made and documented in Infinite 
Campus 

(4) If a child is being considered for retention documentation of 
two attempts for conferences should be made 

(5) If after interventions per the AIP, the student continues to 
be considered for retention a second conference and/or third 
attempt for a conference will be made and the parent will be 
notified of possible retention 

(6) Parents or guardians are to be notified by March 1 if their 
child is being considered for retention. 

 

f. Retained students should generally not repeat a grade with the 
same classroom teacher. 

g. Limited English Proficient Students 
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(1) A student classified as Limited English Proficient (LEP) 
may not be retained due to the student’s lack of English 
proficiency. Retention for reasons other than above must be 
considered by the ESOL teacher and the child’s homeroom 
teacher. The parents must be invited to attend this meeting at 
which retention is being discussed. Meeting notification will be 
sent to parents in the home language when possible. 

h. The building level Principal may administratively place students 
that do not meet promotion requirements. A placement plan will be 
developed and implemented for students that are administratively 
placed into the next grade level. 

4. Promotion/Change of grade placement of retained students during 
the school year 

a. A decision for promotion during the year for retained students 
can be made by the principal, considering the recommendation of the 
classroom teacher, with the permission of the parent/guardian, when 
the required grade level standards and expectations have been met. 
The student’s permanent record card and report card will reflect the 
promotion/change of grade placement. A conference with the 
parent/guardian must be offered prior to change of grade placement.  

5. Acceleration Procedure 

a. Any parent/guardian or teacher may refer a student to the RtI 
Team to consider modifications to support the acceleration of content in 
the regular education classroom. 

b. As the RtI Team continues to examine the interventions, a 
formal request for acceleration testing may be made.  

c. The child must be tested in reading and mathematics by 
someone other than the classroom teacher. 

d. An adapted version of the Iowa Acceleration Scale will be used 
to provide data to the RtI Team to make a decision regarding 
acceleration. 

e. A mutual agreement must be reached by the following 
stakeholders: principal, parent/guardian, RtI Team chair, school 
psychologist, reading/math consultant(s), current teacher, receiving 
teacher, social worker/counselor. 

6. Promotion of the Exceptional Student 
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a. Determination of the appropriate progression of the student 
enrolled in Exceptional Student Services will be based on acceptable 
progress toward the identified instructional objectives in compliance with 
the Individual Education Plan (IEP). The IEP team has the primary 
responsibility for determining each student’s level of performance and 
ability to function academically at the next grade level subject to review 
by the principal. For additional information regarding approved 
programs of study for students served in exceptional student education, 
see the Exceptional Students Section of the Pupil Progression Plan. 

b. For a 3rd, 5th, or 8th grader who has an IEP and is identified 
through the state promotion/retention policy, the IEP team will serve as 
the placement committee. 

I. Summer Learning 

1. Academic Remediation 

a. City Schools of Decatur offers academic support for identified 
students who need additional support in their learning in the areas of 
reading and mathematics. Identification occurs in one or more of the 
following ways: 

(1) Response to Intervention Problem Solving Team 

(2) Individualized Education Plan (IEP) team (for students with 
identified disabilities) 

b. This academic support may happen during the school day in 
May or during days offered in June. 

2. Enrichment 

a. City Schools of Decatur may offer fee-based enrichment camps. 
The camps traditionally convene in June.  
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GRADES 6 – 8 

II.  Middle School Progression 

A. Comprehensive Program 
1. Requirements 

a. The comprehensive program for middle school grades in the 
City Schools of Decatur reflects state and local requirements for middle 
level education and is aligned with the Georgia-required student 
curriculum. 

2. Instructional minutes 
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Student’s instructional days meet and exceed state requirements for daily 
number of instructional minutes. 

a. Limited English Proficient 
(1) All students who are eligible for and currently receiving 
ESOL services, including those receiving both ESOL and Special 
Education services. 
(2) Students who qualify for ESOL each school year (as 
determined by required assessments), but whose parents have 
denied services (Parent Denials). These students will be retested 
in the spring of each year to continue to maintain the LEP status. 

b. Limited English Proficient – Monitored Students 
(1) Students who test out of ESOL using the state-mandated 
testing and placement guidelines after being served in the ESOL 
program; 
(2) Students who are exited after having been served in the 
City Schools of Decatur ESOL program; 
(3) Students who tested out of ESOL or were exited within the 
last two school years in another US school. Documentation must 
be secured from the sending school or school district including 
dates of service, test scores, forms, etc. 
(4) Students designated as LEP Monitored Status remain in 
this category for two academic years after exit from the ESOL 
program. At the end of the two-year period, they are no longer 
LEP or LEP Monitored. Students who are not eligible for ESOL 
program services per the results of the state mandated 
assessments (W-APT or ACCESS for ELLs) are not coded LEP or 
LEP Monitored. 

c. No Child Left Behind requires school districts to inform the 
parents of ELs with the following information on an annual basis: 

(1) The reasons for identifying their child as EL; 
(2) The child’s level of English language proficiency, how the 
level was assessed, and the status of the student’s academic 
achievement; 
(3) The methods of instruction used in the ESOL class in 
which their student will be participating; 
(4) How the ESOL class in which their student is participating 
will meet their educational needs; 
(5) How the ESOL class will specifically assist their student in 
learning English and meeting age-appropriate academic 
achievement standards for grade promotion and graduation; 
(6) The specific exit requirements for the ESOL program, 
including the expected rate of transition from ESOL to a regular 
classroom, and the expected graduation rate for the student; 
(7) The specific guidelines used in Georgia for promotion and 
retention; 
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(8) Notice within 30 days if the school fails to meet state 
objectives for its ESOL program; 
(9) Information pertaining to parental rights that include written 
guidance on the parents’ right to withdraw their student from 
ESOL and the options they have to choose another program, if 
available. 

d. All EL students must have an AIP in place. 

B. Area of Study 
1. The following areas of study are required at each grade level: 

a. Language Arts (reading, writing, speaking, viewing, listening) 
b. Mathematics 
c. Science (including Literacy Standards) 
d. Social Studies (including Literacy Standards) 
e. Spanish 
f. Health/physical education 

(1) The City Schools of Decatur Board of Education believes 
that many of the health problems experienced by children can be 
prevented through a comprehensive health and physical education 
program. The board further believes that a comprehensive health 
and physical education program will include appropriate 
administration for carrying out the program, adequate school 
health services, a healthful school environment, and 
comprehensive health and physical education instruction.  

g. At least 90% of all 8th grade students are expected to earn 2 
Carnegie Units. Students will earn .5 credit in Health, .5 credit in 
Personal Fitness and 1 unit in Spanish. The Health/Personal Fitness 
credits will count toward high school graduation requirements. The 
Spanish credits will count as elective credits only and will not fulfill high 
school graduation requirements. 

 
2. Modifications 

a. The areas of study above may be modified to meet an individual 
student’s academic needs. 

3. Elective courses 
a. Courses in business, art, band, chorus, and technology are 
offered. 
b. Each student is required to take Spanish (either one quarter or 
year-long) each year. 
c. A student who has not met minimum achievement levels on 
state or national assessment tests may be enrolled in additional courses 
in reading and/or mathematics. 

4. Comprehensive Health Education 
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a. Comprehensive health education includes alcohol, tobacco and 
other drug prevention education, Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) communicable disease prevention, human growth 
and development, and personal health and hygiene. 
b. A comprehensive sex/AIDS program is part of the curriculum in 
the City Schools of Decatur. Information explaining this part of the 
curriculum will be distributed annually. Included in this information will 
be procedures for reviewing the instructional materials and, if desired, 
procedures for excusing a student from this instruction. The school 
system wants to support parents in their role as the primary sex/AIDS 
educators of their children by providing a comprehensive sex/AIDS 
education program.  

 
 

C. Participation in Statewide Assessment Program 
1. State-required assessments: 

a. Georgia Milestones Assessments End of Grade 6-8 
b. ACCESS for ELs (English Learners) 
c. Georgia Alternative Assessment (for some students with 
disabilities) 
d. Georgia Physical Fitness Assessment (Fitnessgram): grades 6-8 

2. Local assessments 
a. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

3. Data 
a. Data is shared publicly to the Board of Education and 
disaggregated at the district, school, grade level, and classroom level to 
inform instruction. 

 
D. Homework 

1. District policy 
a. Homework is an integral part of the instructional program for all 
children. It should be an extension of the class goals and objectives. It 
should be designed to reinforce skills taught or to give students 
opportunities for application of class learning. Teachers of academic 
subjects are expected to assign homework on most school nights and 
are required to give feedback to students on all homework assignments. 

2. Principals will be responsible for the following: 
a. Communicating the District policy on homework to staff 
members, students, and parents/guardians 
b. Reviewing the District homework policy with the total school staff 
c. Encouraging parents/guardians to communicate with the school 
if they feel student’s homework assignment are excessive or not 
sufficiently challenging to the student 
d. Monitoring the implementation of the homework guidelines 
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e. Emphasizing reading as an integral part of the school’s 
homework policy 

3. Teachers will be responsible for the following: 
a. Communicating a student’s appropriate reading level (lexile) to 
parents.  
b. Encouraging students to devote 30 minutes daily to reading as 
part of their homework assignment 
c. Teaching independent study skills 
d. Making specific assignments 
e. Checking, reviewing, evaluating, and/or grading student 
homework, according a system that is clearly explained to the class as 
well as outlined in a course syllabus 
f. Giving feedback on homework assignments in a timely manner 
g. Making instructions related to homework clear and providing 
guided practice when appropriate 
h. Communication with parents regarding homework assignment 
concerns in a timely manner 

4. Students will be responsible for the following: 
a. Completing assigned homework as directed 
b. Returning homework to the teacher by the designated time 
c. Submitting homework assignments which reflect careful 
attention to detail and quality of work 
d. Devoting at least 30 minutes to reading as part of the homework 
assignment 

5. Parents’/Guardians’ responsibilities include the following: 
a. Taking an active role in the child’s performance in school 
through encouragement and support of the child in the completion of the 
child’s homework assignment, but not to include performing the child’s 
work 
b. Supporting the school in regard to the students being assigned 
homework 
c. Requesting assignments for student in advance, when possible, 
for short term absences 
d. Reading to or encouraging student to read for a period of at 
least 30 minutes each day as part of their homework assignment 
e. Timely communication with the teacher regarding homework 
assignment concerns 
f. It is understood that it is not the parent’s/guardian’s 
responsibility to have to give a great deal of assistance to the student in 
completing homework. Parents or other family members should, 
however, make every effort to read to students who cannot read on their 
own during the assigned homework period. 

 
 
 

Pupil Progression Plan 2017-2018 Page 22 



 
 

 
E. Make-Up Work 

1. School-specific practice 
a. Each middle school team arranges this procedure. Each teacher 
allows for a period of time to make up work missed due to illness.  

F. Reporting of Progress 
1. Report Cards 

a. In the middle school, grades 6 – 8, report cards shall be issued 
six times during the school year at the end of each reporting period. 

2. Grading and Assessment 
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a. Introduction 
(1) As part of our transition to becoming an International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP), Renfroe Middle 
School and Decatur High School sought to develop a shared, 
comprehensive assessment and grading policy that embodies the 
principles of IB as well as research-based principles for best 
practices in assessment and grade reporting. To that end, a 
committee of teachers, parents, IB coordinators, and 
administrators from both schools met for two days in July 2009 to 
review IB policy, Georgia Department of Education Guidelines, 
and research in assessment and grading in order to draft this 
document.  
 
The International Baccalaureate Organization and City Schools of 
Decatur both value quality assessment as the cornerstone of 
effective teaching and learning.  With the move to an IB 
framework, assessment in our schools will reflect the 
international-mindedness of the programme by allowing for 
assessments to be set in a variety of cultural and linguistic 
contexts. 
 
In an effort to develop the whole student, we strive for assessment 
and reporting practices that are developmentally appropriate, that 
help to develop students’ higher-order thinking skills, and that 
encourage the application of knowledge, skills, and understanding 
of content in authentic ways.  The guiding principles and a detailed 
description of our common assessment, grading, and reporting 
practices are contained in this document.  

b. Underlying Principles of Assessment and Grading: At Renfroe 
Middle School and Decatur High School, we believe that these 
principles should inform our practices in assessment and grading: 

(1) Assessment plans include measures of students’ abilities 
to construct knowledge through tasks that are relevant to life 
outside of school.  
(2) Assessment plans incorporate a range and balance of 
assessment strategies, tools, and tasks used by teachers and 
students. 
(3) Pre-assessments are an essential part of every 
assessment plan. 
(4) Summative assessments are derived from learning targets 
and used to design meaningful instruction. 
(5) Summative assessments provide the primary evidence for 
determining grades. 
(6) Formative assessments are used throughout the learning 
process. 
(7) Assessment plans include opportunities for student 
reflection and metacognition.  
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(8) Assessments are matched to learning targets, and clear 
criteria for mastery are established. 
(9) Assessments guide instruction, inform and enhance 
teaching, and encourage and support student learning.  
(10) Examples, models, or exemplars are provided to make 
assessment criteria clear and explicit for students. 
(11) Students have multiple attempts to master learning targets, 
and new evidence of learning replaces older evidence. 
(12) Feedback on student work is descriptive, timely, and 
ongoing. 
(13) Students are regularly involved in self-assessment and 
peer assessment. 
(14) Students are assessed multiple times throughout the year 
using IB rubrics (for IB MYP classes only). 

c. Evidence of Student Learning: Assessment Strategies, Tools 
and Tasks 

(1) Throughout each unit of study, teachers collect evidence of 
student knowledge, skills, and understanding relative to the 
relevant Georgia Performance Standards and the IB objectives for 
each subject area. In collecting this evidence, teachers use a 
variety of formative assessments during the learning process to 
assist students in achieving learning goals for the unit. These may 
include both informal (e.g., direct observations, questions, class 
discussions, notes, checklists) and formal (e.g., quizzes, teacher 
conferences) assessments. At the end of a period of teaching and 
learning (a unit or a series of lessons) teachers use summative 
assessments to determine student achievement in relation to the 
predetermined learning goals for that unit of study. 

(2) Teachers use a variety of assessment strategies, 
including: 

(a) Observation 
(b) Selected response 
(c) Constructed response  
(d) Open-ended tasks 
(e) Performances 
(f) Process Journals 
(g) Portfolios 

(3) Teachers develop a variety of suitable and appropriate 
assessment tasks specific to the unit of work, including: 

(a) Compositions—musical, physical, artistic 
(b) Creations of solutions or products in response to 
problems 
(c) Essays 
(d) Examinations 
(e) Questionnaires 
(f) Investigations 
(g) Research 
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(h) Performances 
(i) Presentations—verbal, oral or written, and 
graphic—through various media 

(4) Teachers use a variety of tools to collect evidence of 
student achievement in each unit of work, including:  

(a) Anecdotal records 
(b) Rubrics 
(c) Models/examples/exemplars 
(d) Checklists 
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d. Grading Practices 
(1) MYP subject area teachers use IB rubrics including the 1-7 
scale and descriptors. (for IB MYP classes only). 
(2) Subject area teachers develop assessment plans based on 
learning objectives or learning targets and then determine which 
assessments will constitute grades in a unit before beginning 
instruction.  
(3) Subject area teachers collaborate to determine what 
constitutes the different levels of proficiency and work to achieve 
rater reliability. 
(4) Teachers record and provide feedback on multiple types of 
assignments but grades are predominantly assigned for 
summative tasks that accurately assess student 
mastery/performance. 
(5) Teachers use standards-based grade books that report out 
students’ scores on summative assessments but don’t average 
those grades. 
(6) Assignments are descriptively labeled in gradebooks in a 
user-friendly way. Generic terms such as “homework,” “tests,” or 
“vocabulary quiz #7” do not meet these criteria. 
(7) Teachers share learning objectives or learning targets with 
students and keep students apprised of their current levels of 
achievement. 
(8) Students have multiple attempts to master material and are 
not penalized for these multiple attempts. 

e. Grade Recording and Reporting 
(1) Subject area teachers collaborate to determine common 
gradebook categories that reflect IB objectives and/or Georgia 
Performance Standards for that subject area. 
(2) Summative or major assessments that will constitute the 
course grade will be listed in the gradebook at the beginning of the 
unit of study, along with the approximate completion dates for 
these assignments. Formative assessments may also be listed, 
but they do not factor into the final grade for a term. 
(3) If teachers choose to grade timeliness, completion of 
homework and classwork assignments, aesthetic quality, 
preparedness, on-task work, class participation and/or 
contributions to group work, these factors will be recorded in the 
non-academic category. 
(4) Teachers record an “INC” for incomplete or an “M” for 
missing (with no numeric values attached) in gradebooks to reflect 
summative or major assessments that students do not complete or 
do not turn in. A course grade of “INC” is reported at the six-week 
marking period to indicate incomplete or missing work that must 
be completed for the student to receive a grade in the course.  
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(5) Reporting an “INC” on the report card at the six-week 
grading period requires prior documented parent contacts by the 
teacher, as well as prior implementation of a Tier I strategy and/or 
Tier II or Tier III interventions.  

f. Grades 6-8 General Descriptors 

Score Descriptor 

7 

A consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply 
them almost faultlessly in a wide variety of situations. There is consistent evidence of analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation where appropriate. The student consistently demonstrates originality and 
insight and always produces work of high quality. 

6 
A consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply 
them in a wide variety of situations. There is consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation 
where appropriate. The student generally  demonstrates originality and insight. 

5 
A consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to 
apply them in a variety of situations. The student generally shows evidence of analysis, synthesis and 
evaluation where appropriate and occasionally demonstrates originality and insight. 

4 
A good general understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply them 
effectively in normal situations. There is occasional evidence of the skills of analysis, synthesis and 
evaluation. 

3 
Limited achievement against most of the objectives, or clear difficulties in some areas. The student 
demonstrates a limited understanding of the required knowledge and skills and is only able to apply 
them fully in normal situations with support. 

2 
Very limited achievement against all the objectives. The student has difficulty in understanding the 
required knowledge and skills, and is unable to apply them fully in normal situations, even with 
support. 

1 Minimal achievement in terms of the objectives. 
 

g. Effort 

(1) Effort reports are made every six weeks and accompany 
the academic grade.  

 
Effort Rubric 

Value Descriptor 

1 
Student is rarely self-directed, rarely displays initiative in his/her 
own learning and rarely exhibits accountability for his/her own 
work. 

2 
Student is sometimes self-directed, sometimes displays initiative in 
his/her own learning and sometimes exhibits accountability for 
his/her own work. 

3 
Student is usually self-directed, usually displays initiative in his/her 
own learning and usually exhibits accountability for his/her own 
work. 
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4 
Student is consistently self-directed, consistently displays initiative 
in his/her own learning and consistently exhibits accountability for 
his/her own work. 

 

3. Notices to Parents/Guardians 

a. Parent/guardian will be supplied with the following, as 
applicable: 

(1) Access to the Parent Portal: ongoing communication 
regarding student’s academic success 

(2) notification at any time during the grading period when 
there is a significant change in the student’s achievement, effort 
and/or conduct 

(3) notification of all state-wide and district wide tests at the 
middle grades level 

(4) notification when the student does not meet proficiency 
levels on statewide assessments in reading, writing, and 
mathematics and the opportunity to meet with school officials to 
develop an individualized academic improvement plan to assist 
the student in meeting the expectations of proficiency.  

(5) Parents of students being served through the Exceptional 
Student Services program will be informed of progress at least as 
often as parents of students being served through the general 
education program. 

G. Student Progression  

1. Definitions 

a. Accelerated instruction - challenging instructional activities 
intensely focused on student academic deficiencies in reading and/or 
mathematics; instruction designed to enable a student who has not 
achieved grade level to meet grade-level standards in the shortest 
possible time 

b. Additional instruction - academic instruction beyond regularly 
scheduled academic classes designed to bring students not performing 
on grade level to grade level performance; may include more 
instructional time being allocated during the school day, instruction 
before and after the school day, Saturday instruction, and/or 
summer/inter-session instruction 

c. Differentiated instruction - instructional strategies designed to 
meet individual student learning needs 
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d. Grade level - standard of performance on a criterion-referenced 
competency test 

e. Placement - assignment of a student to a specific grade level 
based on the determination that such placement will most likely provide 
the student with instruction and other services needed to succeed and 
progress to the next higher level of academic achievement 

f. Placement committee – Response to Intervention problem 
solving team established by local school principal or designee to make 
placement decisions concerning a student who does not meet 
expectations on the state-mandated test; this team will be comprised of 
principal or designee, student's parent or guardian, and teacher(s) in 
the content area(s) in which the student did not achieve grade level on 
the state-mandated test 

g. Promotion - assignment of a student to a higher grade level 
based on the student's achievement of established criteria in the current 
grade. 

h. Retention - the re-assignment of a student to the current grade 
level during the next school year based on the determination that such 
placement will most likely provide the student with instruction and other 
services needed to succeed and progress to the next higher level of 
academic achievement. 

2. Promotion Standards and Criteria 

a. Promotion or retention decisions are made by the Principal, 
teacher, and include parent input. Every effort is made to use multiple 
criteria before making such decisions. 

b. Promotion standards for grades 6-8 will be based on a 
consideration of the following: 

(1) Teacher recommendation 
(2) Parent recommendation 
(3) Principal recommendation 
(4) GMAS-EOG results 
(5) MAP results 
(6) Classroom performance (achieving grade level standards 
in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies) 
(7) Retention history 
(8)  Students are required to have a yearly average of 3 or 
higher in four of the five core subjects.  

3. Retention and Placement 
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a. A teacher shall have the authority to recommend retention of a 
student in a given grade provided that the teacher has ensured the 
student has been involved in the school’s RtI process in which a 
problem-solving team has assisted with identifying an academic 
concern, developing appropriate interventions, and monitoring progress. 
Generally a student may not be retained more than once. 

b. The school principal or designee may retain a student who 
performs at Level #2 Developing Learner or higher on the GMAS-EOG 
but who does not meet promotion standards and criteria established in 
this policy. 

c. Whenever a student in grades 6-8 is retained or placed or a 
student in grades 6-8 does not achieve Level #2 Developing Learner or 
higher on the mathematics portion of the GMAS-EOG or does not 
achieve at Grade Level or Above on the reading portion of the 
GMAS-EOG, a written plan of action shall be developed through the RtI 
process and documented on an Academic Improvement Plan (AIP). 
This plan will provide the student with an opportunity for accelerated, 
differentiated, or additional instruction in order to perform at grade level 
at the end of the next school year. For these students, instruction shall 
be based on a plan of continuous assessment. 

d. Limited English Proficient Students 

(1) A student classified as Limited English Proficient (LEP) 
may not be retained due to the student’s lack of English 
proficiency. Retention for reasons other than above must be 
considered by the ESOL teacher and the child’s homeroom 
teacher. The parents must be invited to attend this meeting at 
which retention is being discussed. Meeting notification will be 
sent to parents in the home language when possible. 

e. The building level Principal may administratively place students 
that do not meet promotion requirements. A placement plan will be 
developed and implemented for students that are administratively 
placed into the next grade level. 

4. Promotion/Change of Grade Placement During the School Year 

a. A decision for promotion during the year for retained students 
can be made by the principal, considering the recommendation of the 
classroom teacher, with the permission of the parent/guardian, when 
the required grade level standards and expectations have been met. 
The student’s permanent record card and report card will reflect the 
promotion/change of grade placement. A conference with the 
parent/guardian must be offered prior to change of grade placement.  

5. Promotion of the Exceptional Student 
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a. Determination of the appropriate progression of the student 
enrolled in Exceptional Student Services will be based on acceptable 
progress toward the identified instructional objectives in compliance with 
the Individual Education Plan (IEP). The IEP team has the primary 
responsibility for determining each student’s level of performance and 
ability to function academically at the next grade level subject to review 
by the principal. For additional information regarding approved 
programs of study for students served in exceptional student education, 
see ESS Section of the Student Progression Plan. 

b. For an 8th grader who has an IEP and is identified through the 
state promotion/retention policy, the IEP team will serve as the 
placement committee. 

H. Academic Improvement Plans (AIP) 

1. Assist struggling learners 

a. When required and in consultation with the parent, the school 
must develop and implement an AIP designed to assist the student in 
meeting state and district expectation for proficiency. 

b. The AIP shall also identify the desired levels of performance in 
the student’s specific areas of weakness, and the instructional and 
support services to be provided to meet the desired levels of 
performance. Schools shall provide frequent monitoring of the student’s 
progress. 

c. The AIP will serve as the documentation method for all support 
services, with the exception of 504 accommodation plans and IEPs 
through IDEA. School staff efforts to differentiate instruction at the Tier I 
level and provide different and/or more intensive interventions at the 
Tier II and III levels will be documented on the AIP, along with 
supporting data. All Response to Intervention functions and data will 
also be documented in the AIP. Finally, promotion/retention decisions 
will be documented in the AIP, as well. 
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I. Summer Learning 

1. Academic Remediation 

a. City Schools of Decatur offers academic support for identified 
students who need additional support in their learning in the areas of 
reading and mathematics. Identification occurs in one or more of the 
following ways: 

(1) Response to Intervention Problem Solving Team  
(2) Individualized Education Plan (IEP) team (for students with 
identified disabilities) 

b. This academic support may happen during the school day in 
May or during days offered in June. 

2. Study Skills 

a. City Schools of Decatur may offer a study skills experience for 
middle grades (grades 5 – 8) learners. This experience supports 
students who may have failed science or social studies. 

J. Alternative Options 

1. Alternative Education Program 

a. For students that have been recommended through tribunal to 
attend Alternative Education, a request is made to the DeKalb 
Alternative School to accept City Schools of Decatur students. The 
Memorandum of Agreement can be found on the CSD website with all 
PPP appendices. 

b. Decatur High School makes this phone contact with the DeKalb 
Alternative School and informs the family of the timeline and 
procedures. 

c. Procedure 

(1) The home school makes contact with the DeKalb 
Alternative School to check for space availability before tribunal. 

(2) If recommended to tribunal, the home school principal or 
principal’s designee makes phone contact with DeKalb Alternative 
School. 

(3) The home school alerts the parents of date for the 
registration appointment at the DeKalb Alternative School. 

(4) The home school alerts parents of date to pick up the 
withdrawal packet from the school. 
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(5) The home school monitors student progress for City 
Schools of Decatur students at established marking periods to 
ensure students are fulfilling requirements of tribunal resolution. 

(6) For tribunals taking place at the 160th school day and 
beyond, extended long-term suspension may be an alternative to 
the DeKalb Alternative School. In such cases, work will be 
provided to the student by the home school. Any exams will be 
taken after the scheduled exam dates. 
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GRADES 9 – 12 
III. High School Progression  

A. Comprehensive Program 
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1. Requirements 

a. The comprehensive program for elementary school grades in 
the City Schools of Decatur reflects state and local requirements for 
secondary education and is aligned with the Georgia-required student 
curriculum. 

2. Instructional minutes 

a. Student’s instructional days meet state requirements for daily 
number of instructional minutes. 

3. Full-Time Status 

a. As per Policy IED: Scheduling for Instruction, students enrolled 
in grades 9-12 are required to carry seven Carnegie unit courses or 
their equivalents each semester during the regular school year.  

b. Extreme cases may warrant an exception: see Full-Day 
requirement for students with disabilities.  

 

B. Area of Study 

1. The following areas of study are required prior to graduation: 
a. Language Arts (reading, writing, speaking, viewing, listening) 
b. Mathematics 
c. Science (including Literacy Standards) 
d. Social Studies (including Literacy Standards) 
e. Physical Education and Comprehensive Health Education 
f. Specified elective (Fine Arts, and/or Technology/Career 
Education) 
g. World Languages 

2. Modifications 
a. The areas of study above may be modified to meet an individual 
student’s academic needs. 

C. Homework 

1. When assigning homework, teachers should think carefully about 
the purpose for the homework assignment. Typically, the purposes for 
homework fall into these broad categories: 

a. Practice – assigning students the opportunity to practice skills 
they’ve learned in class (e.g., solving math problems, using Quizlet to 
practice vocabulary in Spanish, practicing chemistry problems) 
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b. Preparation – assigning students tasks that introduce content to 
be addressed in future lessons (e.g., reading a selection in a textbook 
on a topic for the next day’s lesson, reading assigned pages of a novel 
to prepare for a Socratic seminar). Note: Homework should NOT be 
assigned to teach complex concepts or skills that students have not yet 
learned in class. 

c. Extension – assigning students tasks that ask them to use 
previously learned concepts and skills and apply them in some new way 
(e.g., writing a rough draft of an essay, completing a research 
presentation) 

d. DHS may also assign tasks outside the classroom that require 
students to complete work at home (e.g., Personal Project in tenth 
grade, Senior Project in twelfth grade, Extended Essay or Reflective 
Project in twelfth grade) 

2. Time Commitment 

a. Students’ total homework time commitment will range from 9-12 
hours per week. Part of course preparation includes reading and 
studying notes, and students should commit a (significant) portion of 
this homework time to reading and studying for their courses. 

b. The daily time commitment is as follows: Ninth graders can 
expect homework from all subjects to total 90 minutes each school day. 
Up to 90 minutes of homework may be assigned over the weekends 
and school breaks. This time commitment will gradually increase as the 
student progresses through high school to a total across all subjects of 
120 minutes per day, weekend, or school break. 

 
Note: For students taking multiple college-level courses, the weekly 
time commitment will likely be greater than 12 hours, and the amount of 
homework will fluctuate depending on the nature of the course and time 
of year. The school will make it a priority to coordinate with teachers of 
college-level courses to ameliorate the impact of homework on 
students’ schedules. 
 

3. Responsibilities of Students, School and Home 
Homework is an important interface between school and home. Learning at the 
high school level improves when students complete meaningful homework, so it 
is important for all stakeholders to understand their roles related to homework. 

a. Students will keep track of homework assignments, plan for time 
to complete them, and complete assignments in accordance with the 
school honor code. 
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b. Parents will provide a place and resources for students to 
complete homework and support both the academic and honor code 
expectations for each assignment. This includes limiting support to what 
is generally allowed by the honor code and may be clarified by the 
teacher for a specific assignment. For example, if a student is 
completing a draft of an essay at home, the teacher may specify what, if 
any, feedback from others is appropriate. 

c. Teachers will design meaningful assignments that align with the 
purposes for homework identified in this policy and communicate 
assignments with enough advance notice to allow students to plan for 
completion of all assignments. 

d. The school will provide professional learning time for teachers to 
stay current with research related to homework practices and to 
coordinate with each other, so that assignments align with the time 
commitments identified in this policy. 

D. Make-Up Work 

1. School-specific practice 

a. Each teacher allows for a period of time to make up work missed 
due to illness. It is the responsibility of the student to know the 
procedures in each classroom in which s/he studies. 

E. Reporting of Progress 

1. Report cards 

a. In secondary school, grades 9 – 12, report cards shall be issued 
two times during the school year at the end of each semester and sent 
home to families. 

2. Grading and Assessment Beliefs 
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a. We, the faculty and administration at Decatur High School, 
believe: 

(1) Frequent and rigorous assessment is central to designing 
quality instruction. 

(2) Clearly defined assessment criteria help students, parents, 
and teachers understand classroom expectations. 

(3) Summative assessments should provide the primary 
evidence for determining grades. 

(4) Students should be allowed multiple opportunities to 
demonstrate growth and mastery of learning targets. 

(5) New evidence of learning should be considered more 
accurate than old evidence. 

(6) Academic effort is important and should be reported. 

(7) Students should learn to manage their time and academic 
responsibilities. 

 

b. To practically implement these beliefs we agree to: 

(1) Openly discuss assessment with students, helping them 
understand the purpose of assessments and how each 
assessment informs their overall grade. 

(2) Hold students accountable to deadlines. 

(3) Use measures other than a simple average to determine a 
student’s level of achievement. These might include median, 
mode, and an examination of student growth, depending on the 
area and type of learning being assessed. 

(4) Use summative assessments and measures of student 
growth and achievement exclusively to determine a student’s 
course grade. 

(5) Report effort using the Effort Rubric. 

(6) Use Middle Years Program (MYP) assessment criteria in 
MYP classes, Diploma Program (DP) assessment criteria and 
methods in DP classes, and clear assessment criteria in non-IB 
classes. 
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3. The DHS Grading Scale 

a. All final course grades at Decatur High School will be given on 
the 1-7 scale. In MYP classes, MYP assessment rubrics will be used to 
score summative assessments and final grades will be determined 
using MYP boundary tables published each year in the MYP 
Coordinator’s Handbook. In DP classes, teachers will model 
assessment scoring after DP practices and final grades will be 
determined by a weighted average that reflects DP procedures. In 
non-IB classes, summative assessments will scored using MYP or DP 
principles, as appropriate to the course.  

 

b. The 1-7 grading scale converts to the A,B,C,F scale as follows: 
 
IB Score A-F 

Scale 
Former 
Scale 
(No 
Longer 
Used) 

7 A+ 97-100 
6 A 90-96 
5 B+ 85-89 
4 B 80-84 
3 C 70-79 
2 F 65-69 
1 F 60-64 

Prior to this conversion, grades of 3 or higher in IB HL and AP courses 
will be increased by 1 point on the IB scale. 

 

c. We will use the 1-7 scale internally to establish lists of class rank 
and to develop criteria for course admission and academic support 
eligibility. Class rank will be computed by averaging students’ weighted 
1-7 grades.  

d. Transcripts will list grades on the A-F scale to assure clarity in 
communication with other schools and colleges. 
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4. Final Exams and End-of-Course-tests (EOCs). 

a. Per Georgia DOE guidelines, EOCs will comprise 20% of a 
student’s grade. We will factor in EOCs using the following procedure: 

b. A student’s pre-EOC grade will be converted to the 60-100 scale 
using the following conversion table 

Pre-EOC 
Grade 

60-100 
grade 

7 100 

6 95 

5 89 

4 85 

3 79 

2 69 

1 65 

c. The student’s grade will be multiplied by 0.8 and added to the 
EOC grade multiplied by 0.2. Grades will then be readjusted based on 
the following scale 

EOC  + Pre-EOC Grade 60-100 
grade 

95-100 7 

90-94 6 

85-89 5 

80-84 4 

70-79 3 

65-69 2 

<640 1 

 

Pupil Progression Plan 2017-2018 Page 41 



d. Cumulative assessments will comprise an appropriate portion of 
the overall assessments in each course. No single assessment may 
comprise more than one-fifth of a student’s course grade. Final exams 
will not comprise a specific percentage of a student’s grade except 
EOCs in EOC courses. 

 

5. Effort Grading 

a. We will use non-academic grades, which can include formative 
assessments and homework, when assessing student effort but will not 
use such assignments to determine a student’s course grade. 

b. We will score student effort at every grading period according to 
the rubric below.  

c. We will appropriately follow up with students with consistently 
low effort scores (2 and 1 - Appropriate follow up could include a 
conversation with the student, in-class interventions, academic 
detentions, phone calls home, and/or a discussion with an appropriate 
administrator). 

d. When a student fails to complete a major assignment during a 
grading period, they earn the lowest possible score for that assignment, 
and their effort score is also affected. 

Level Effort 

4-Consistently  Student is self-directed, 
displays initiative in his or 
her own learning, and 
exhibits accountability for 
his/her own work. 

3-Usually 

2-Some of the 
time 

1-Rarely 
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6. Grade book set up 

a. IB course grade books will contain categories that reflect the 
assessment criteria (MYP) or assessment types (DP) for the course. 
Grade books for non-IB courses will contain logical categories based on 
areas of assessment or units. Categories should be as descriptive as 
possible. Please see our Grading and Assessment FAQ at 
dhs.csdecatur.net for more detailed explanations and tutorials. 

7. Assessment in Practice-Diploma Program 

a. Teachers of Diploma Program classes should assess students 
in ways that parallel Diploma Program expectations. To do so, teachers 
in each subject will need to set grading boundaries on assignments and 
weights on categories that follow IB expectations. An example of how 
this process might work in a history class is presented below. 

b. Determining Categories and Setting Category Weights 

(1) The IB History curriculum focuses on knowing history, 
analyzing historical events, analyzing historical documents, and 
synthesizing conclusions from historical documents and is 
assessed through three papers (tests) and a historical 
investigation (research paper). Paper one uses a short-answer 
format to assess students’ abilities to pull evidence from historical 
documents to form arguments. Papers two and three ask students 
to apply their knowledge to analyze historical events in 
extended-response (essay) questions. Papers two and three 
assess student thinking at the same level and in similar ways, but 
are over different content.  

 
For example, paper one might ask: What, according to Source B, were 
the aims of the 1933-1934 purge of the Communist Party? Using these 
sources and your own knowledge, how far do you agree that Stalin’s 
power in the late 1930’s was due to his dominance of the Communist 
Party? 
 
Papers two or three might ask: 
 
Analyze the methods used to eliminate opposition by two single-party 
rulers, each chosen from a different region. 
 
How and why did political change occur in either Argentina (1983-1995) 
or Japan (1945-1952)? 

 
Our history team might decide, therefore, to have three categories in their 
grade books: Historical Knowledge and Analysis, Document Analysis and 
Synthesis, and Historical Investigation. IB’s weights for the papers and 
historical investigation are: 
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Component Weighting 
Paper 1 20% 
Paper 2 25% 
Paper 3 35% 
Historical Investigation 20% 

Our history teachers could then decide to weight her their categories as: 
 

Category Weight 
Historical 
Knowledge and 
Analysis 

60% 

Document 
Analysis and 
Synthesis 

20% 

Historical 
Investigation 

20% 

c. Scoring Student Work 

d. Teachers in the IB Diploma Program should score work using 
rubrics or techniques that are similar or identical to IB Diploma 
assessment practices. All summative assessment scores should be 
reported on the 1-7 scale. Teachers can use IB subject reports and 
rubrics to help them set student expectations and score boundaries.  

 
Again using history as an example, the previously mentioned teachers 
give a Document Analysis and Synthesis test. Before giving students the 
test, the teachers would need to set the number of marks (points) that 
each question counts for based on the relative difficulty and importance of 
each question. This might look like: 

 
Question 1 5 marks 
Question 2 6 marks 
Question 3 6 marks 
Question 4 8 marks 

 
The total marks available for this question are 5+6+6+8=25. The teachers 
would then set boundaries on this assignment, based on best practices 
for the Diploma Program. They would look to subject reports from 
previous years and the relative difficulty of the question to set boundaries 
that might look like the following: 

 
Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Range 0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 18-25 

 
Using these scores, the history teachers would then be able to assign 
each student a grade on the 1-7 scale.  
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Appropriate grade boundaries can vary significantly depending on the 
type of assessment. Consider, for example, the grade boundaries for 
history papers 1 and 3 for the November 2011 exam administrations. 

 
Paper 1 

Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Rang
e 

0
-
2 

3
-
5 

6
-
8 

9
-
1
1 

12
-1
4 

15
-1
7 

18
-2
5 

 
Paper 3 

Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Rang
e 

0
-
6 

7
-
1
3 

14
-1
8 

19
-2
4 

25
-3
1 

32
-3
7 

38
-6
0 

 
One obvious difference between the two papers is the different number 
of possible marks (points). Looking closer, another important distinction 
emerges. A student needed 18/25=72% of the total marks on paper 1 to 
score a seven, but needed 38/60=63% of the total marks on paper 3 to 
score a seven.  These similarities and differences raise two important 
points. First, teachers, students, and parents must detach from 
traditional percentage grades. Earning 90% of the marks possible on an 
assignment will often be too high a standard to set for excellence. 
Second, grade boundaries on assignments must be thoughtfully created 
by teachers and communicated to students and, when appropriate, 
parents. Using the same grade boundaries on multiple assignments 
may be necessary and correct, but such a practice should be carefully 
considered. 

e. Determining Final Grades 

(1) Final grades for the Diploma Program are determined by 
the results of externally assessed papers and internally assessed 
work that might include essays, reports, and practical work. 
Basing a student’s high school grade on one or two end-of-year 
assessments, especially in 11th grade, would be inappropriate and 
teachers are, therefore, asked to use a standards-based approach 
to determining grades, where the standards in question are 
categories set up in the grade book. A grade given in a Diploma 
course should represent a teacher’s evidence-based judgment of 
how a student would score on final IB assessments. Subject 
teachers should use a judgment technique appropriate to the 
course and category. These judgment techniques could include 
looking at mean, mode, or student growth. 

 
In our example history teachers’ grade books, we might see the 
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following categories, assignments, and scores for a particular 
student: 
 

 Test One Test Two Test Three Test Four 
Historical 
Knowledge and 
Analysis 

4 5 6 4 

 
 DBQ One DBQ Two DBQ Three DBQ Four 
Document 
Analysis and 
Synthesis 

3 4 3 5 

Our history teachers might decide that the best prediction of a 
student's performance on the final IB assessments in Historical 
Knowledge and Analysis would be found by looking at the average 
of their scores in the category because these scores represent 
knowledge of a number of different historical eras. In this case, the 
student’s average score is 4+5+6+4=19/ 19/4=4.75.  
 
For Document Analysis and Synthesis, the teacher might come to 
the conclusion that the best way to evaluate a student’s 
achievement is to look at either growth or the most common score 
generated by the student, because the scores here represent 
student skill level, rather than distinct pieces of knowledge. Doing 
so in this case, we could assign this student either a 3 or 5, but 
would probably decide on the 5 because it represents the 
student’s most recent score and gives him/her credit for growth in 
the skill.  
 
To compute the final grade we’d simply take the weighted average 
of 4.75 and 5 using the category weights we found earlier. So, 
 
(4.75 x 3 + 5 x 1)/4=4.81* 
 
Since the final grade must be on the 1-7 scale, this student would 
get a 5 for the term. 
 
Grades in the IB Diploma Program are rounded to benefit the 
student. Therefore, any grade that is #.5 should be rounded up, 
rather than down. Rounding should only occur at the tenths place. 
 
*In most classes at the end of the year teachers will have scores 
in every category and will be able to take a traditional weighted 
average. In this case, however, the 4.75 in HKA was multiplied by 
3 to represent its weight compared to the 5 in DAS (60% vs. 20%). 
This calculation would be automatically completed by a grade 
book. 
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8. Assessment in Practice-Middle Years Program 

a. Determining Categories  

(1) Teachers of MYP classes should create grade book 
categories that are identical to the IB assessment criteria in their 
subject area. For example, in mathematics the categories should 
be Knowledge, Investigating Patterns, Communication, and 
Reflection. 

b. Scoring Student Work 

(1) Teachers of MYP classes must score summative student 
work using IB rubrics. 

c. Determining Final Criteria Grades 

(1) In accordance with IB assessment philosophy and 
practice, teachers should regularly evaluate a student’s overall 
standing in each IB assessment criteria. Teachers will consider 
the grades in each criterion to make an overall summative 
judgment. Some criteria (ex: Communication) will lend themselves 
to examining growth, while considering the average or most 
common score in a category will be appropriate for others (ex: 
Knowledge). All teachers of a subject should agree on how each 
criterion will be evaluated. The final summative grade in all criteria 
must be a whole number. In cases where a teacher feels 
compelled to report a half integer, he or she should consider the 
student’s most recent grades in rounding up or down. 

d. Determining Final Overall Grades 

(1) Final grades in the Middle Years Program are determined 
by teachers using boundary tables that are specific to a subject 
after the teachers summatively rate a student in each grading 
category criterion. Subject teachers should use a judgment 
technique appropriate to the course and category. These 
judgment techniques could include looking at mean, mode, or 
student growth. 

 
 Taking history as an example, suppose a student has the following 
summative ratings: 

 
Category Score 

Knowledge 6 

Critical 
Thinking 

8 

Investigation 4 
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Communicatio
n 

6 

The student’s total score in history would be 6+8+4+6=24 
 

The MYP Boundary Table for Humanities is shown below: 
 
Category Score 

1 0-3 

2 4-7 

3 8-12 

4 13-17 

5 18-22 

6 23-27 

7 28-32 

 
Because this student achieved a total of 24 points, he/she would receive 
a final IB score of 6 for the course.  

 

9. Assessment in Practice-Non-IB Classes 

(1) Determining Categories 
(a) Teachers of non-IB classes should create grade book 
categories appropriate to their subject area that help students 
and families understand a student’s progress in each course. 
Non-IB teachers might choose to use units of content or types of 
assessment as grade book categories. Homework, class work, 
and other effort related assignments should not be scored as a 
part of a student’s academic grade. 

(2) Scoring Student Work 
(a) All summative student assignments should be reported 
on the 1-7 scale, but different systems might be used to arrive at 
the 1-7 in different courses. A math teacher might, for example, 
expect students to reach different thresholds for total points to 
move up the scale, while an English teacher might create a 
rubric on a scale from 1-7. Escalating achievement on 
summative assessments should reflect increased expectations 
for higher-order thinking, rather than more evidence of the ability 
to work at the knowledge and comprehension level. 

(3) Determining Final Grades 
(a) Final grades in non-IB courses should be determined 
using standards-based techniques. 
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 Project One Project Two Project Three Project Four 
Use of Tools 4 5 6 4 
 
 Project One Project Two Project Three Project Four 
Evaluation 3 4 3 5 
 
 
In the example above, the graphics teacher might decide that the best evidence of a student’s 
Use of Tools is the average of his/her scores in this area. In this case, the student’s average 
score is 4+5+6+4=19/4=4.75.  
 
For evaluation, the teacher might come to the conclusion that the best way to evaluate a 
student’s achievement in Evaluation is to look at either growth or the most common score 
generated by the student, because the scores her represent student skill level, rather than 
distinct pieces of knowledge. Doing so in this case, we could assign this student either a 3 or 5, 
but would probably decide on the 5 because it represents the student’s most recent score and 
gives him/her credit for growth in the skill. All teachers of a subject should agree on how to 
summatively evaluate grading categories. 
 
To compute the final grade we’d simply take the weighted average of 4.75 and 5 using the 
category weights established for the class. (See Assessment in Practice-DP for details) 
 
Grades in should be rounded to benefit the student. Therefore, any grade that is #.5 should be 
rounded up, rather than down. Rounding should only occur at the tenths place. 
 

10. Progress Reports 

a. Mailed after 6, 12, 24, and 30 weeks 

11. Notices to Parents/Guardians 
Parent/guardian will be supplied with the following, as applicable: 
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(1) Notification at any time during the grading period when 
there is a significant change in the student’s achievement, effort 
and/or conduct 

(2) Notification of all statewide and district wide tests at the 
secondary level 

(3) Notification when the student does not meet proficiency 
levels on statewide assessments and the opportunity to meet with 
school officials to develop an individualized academic 
improvement plan to assist the student in meeting the 
expectations of proficiency.  

(4) Parents of students with disabilities will be informed of 
progress at least as often as parents are informed of their 
non-disabled student’s progress. 

12. Eligibility 

a. In order to be eligible to participate in any after school activities 
and athletics, a student must meet requirements of any of all of the 
following bodies: Georgia High School Association, State Board of 
Education, and the City Schools of Decatur Board of Education. 

(1) Students entering the ninth grade for the first time are 
automatically eligible to participate the first semester of 
enrollment. After the end of the first semester of enrollment, 
students must be passing five of seven courses to remain eligible. 

(2) First time tenth graders must have accumulated at least 
five Carnegie units in the first year of enrollment and must be 
passing five of seven courses at the end of first semester to 
remain eligible. 

(3) First time eleventh graders must have accumulated at least 
eleven Carnegie units in the first and second years of enrollment 
and must be passing five of seven courses at the end of the first 
semester to remain eligible. 

(4) First time twelfth graders must have accumulated at least 
seventeen Carnegie units in the first three years of enrollment and 
must be passing five of seven courses at the end of first semester 
to remain eligible. 

F. Academic Improvement Plans (AIP) 

1. Assist struggling learners 
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a. When required and in consultation with the parent, the school 
must develop and implement an AIP designed to assist the student in 
meeting state and district expectation for proficiency. 

b. The AIP shall also identify the desired levels of performance in 
the student’s specific areas of weakness, and the instructional and 
support services to be provided to meet the desired levels of 
performance. Schools shall provide frequent monitoring of the student’s 
progress. 

c. The AIP will serve as the documentation method for all support 
services, with the exception of 504 accommodation plans and IEPs 
through IDEA. School staff efforts to differentiate instruction at the Tier I 
level and provide different and/or more intensive interventions at the 
Tier II and III levels will be documented on the AIP, along with 
supporting data. All Response to Intervention functions and data will 
also be documented in the AIP. Finally, promotion/retention decisions 
will be documented in the AIP, as well. 

G. Student Progression  

1. Course Load Requirements for High School Students 

a. Students enrolled in City Schools of Decatur schools, grades 
9-12, are required to carry the equivalent of seven (7) Carnegie unit 
courses or their equivalents each year during the regular school year. 
Students who are participating in cooperative work-study programs, 
post-secondary options programs, joint enrollment programs, 
apprenticeships, or internships are allowed to leave campus for these 
programs. 

b. Exceptions to the requirement to carry the equivalent of seven 
(7) Carnegie unit courses or their equivalents during the regular school 
year are as follows: 
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(1) A student who needs a waiver of the equivalent of seven 
(7) Carnegie unit course load requirement because of medical or 
family hardship may take a reduced number of courses. Decisions 
on waivers will be reviewed by the appropriate support team. 

(2) Fifth year seniors who need three or fewer units (either 
semester) to meet graduation requirements are exempt from the 
requirement to carry a full course load.  

(3) Students jointly enrolled in a post-secondary option 
program of study are considered full-time if they are enrolled in at 
least seven (7) Carnegie units.  

(4) Secondary credit for postsecondary courses will be 
awarded according to the following conversion beginning in the 
2010-2011 school year: 
1-2 semester hour credits = .5 high school unit credit 
3-5 semester hour credits = 1 high school credit 
1-3 quarter hour credits = .5 high school unit credit 
4-8 quarter hour credits = 1 high school unit credit 

2. Graduation Requirements 

For students entering the 9th Grade in 2009-2010: 
Required courses in italics 

English/Language Arts  
4 Units 

1 unit Ninth Grade Literature/Composition 
1 unit American Literature/Composition 
2 units English/Language Arts Core, 
including AP courses 

Mathematics  
4 units 

1 unit Mathematics 1 or equivalent 
1 unit Mathematics 2 or equivalent 
1 unit Mathematics 3 or equivalent 
1 additional unit Mathematics Core, 
including AP courses 
*See requirements for students with 
disabilities below 
*Under extenuating circumstances the building level 
Principal may allow successful completion of Math I, 
Math II, Math I Support, and Math II Support to count as 
completion of high school graduation mathematics core 
requirements. 

Science 
4 units 
 

1 unit Physical Science or Freshman Physics or Physics 
1 
1 unit Chemistry 1, 
1 unit Biology 1, 
1 unit Science Core, including AP 
Courses 

Social Studies  
4 Units 
 

1 unit Geography (.5) and 1 unit Citizenship (.5) 
1 unit World History 
1 unit US History 
1 unit Economics (.5) and Social Science core (.5) 

World Language  2 units of the same world language 
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2 units 
Career, Technical and Agricultural 
Education, Fine Arts or Approved 
Electives  
3 units 

Any approved courses in these areas 

Physical Education and Health  
1 unit 

½ unit Personal Fitness 
½ unit Health 

Senior Project *Under extenuating circumstances, the building 
Principal may waive the Senior Project requirement. 

Electives  
5 units 

 

Total number of required units 24  
For the diploma with distinction program, students must earn 26 units with a grade point 

average in the core courses of 3.0 or above on 4.0 scale weighted grade point average. 

 

For students entering the 9th Grade in 2010-2011: 
Required courses in italics 

English/Language Arts  
4 Units 

1 unit Ninth Grade Literature/Composition 
1 unit American Literature/Composition 
2 units English/Language Arts Core, 
including AP courses 

Mathematics  
4 units 

1 unit Mathematics 1 or equivalent 
1 unit Mathematics 2 or equivalent 
1 unit Mathematics 3 or equivalent 
1 additional unit Mathematics Core, 
including AP courses 
*See requirements for students with 
disabilities below 
Middle School students who earn Carnegie Units for 
math must still take a Carnegie Unit of math every year 
of high school 

Science 
4 units 
 

1 unit Physical Science or Freshman Physics or Physics 
1 
1 unit Chemistry 1, 
1 unit Biology 1, 
1 unit Science Core, including AP 
Courses 

Social Studies  
4 Units 
 

1 unit Geography (.5) and 1 unit Citizenship (.5) 
1 unit World History 
1 unit US History 
1 unit Economics (.5) and Social Science core (.5) 

World Language  
2 units 

2 units of the same world language 

Career, Technical and Agricultural 
Education, Fine Arts or Approved 
Electives  
3 units 

Any approved courses in these areas 
Students must have a minimum of 0.5 credits in Fine 
Arts and Career Tech 

Physical Education and Health  
1 unit 

½ unit Personal Fitness 
½ unit Health 

Senior Project *Under extenuating circumstances, the building 
Principal may waive the Senior Project requirement. 

Electives  
5 units 
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Total number of required units 25  
For the diploma with distinction program, students must earn 27 units with a grade point 

average in the core courses of 3.0 or above on a 4.0 scale weighted grade point average. 

 
 

For students entering the 9th Grade in 2011-2012 and beyond 
Required courses in italics 

English/Language Arts  
4 Units 

1 unit Ninth Grade Literature/Composition 
1 unit American Literature/Composition 
2 units English/Language Arts Core, 
including AP/IB courses 

Mathematics  
4 units 

1 unit Mathematics 1 or equivalent 
1 unit Mathematics 2 or equivalent 
1 unit Mathematics 3 or equivalent 
1 additional unit Mathematics Core, 
including AP/IB courses 
*See requirements for students with 
disabilities below 
Middle School students who earn Carnegie Units for 
math must still take a Carnegie Unit of math every year 
of high school 

Science 
4 units 
 

1 unit Physics or equivalent 
1 unit Chemistry, 
1 unit Biology, 
1 unit Science Core, including AP/IB 
Courses 

Social Studies  
4 Units 
 

1 unit Economics (.5) and Citizenship (.5) 
1 unit World History 
1 unit US History 
1 unit Senior Social Science Core, including AP/IB 
courses 

World Language  
2 units 

2 units of the same world language 

Career, Technical and Agricultural 
Education, Fine Arts or Approved 
Electives  
3 units 

Any approved courses in these areas 
Students must have a minimum of 0.5 credits in Fine 
Arts and Career Tech 

Physical Education and Health  
1 unit 

½ unit Personal Fitness 
½ unit Health 

Personal Project *Under extenuating circumstances, the building 
Principal may waive the Personal Project requirement. 

Electives  
5 units 

 

Total number of required units 25  
For the diploma with distinction program, students must earn 27 units with a grade point 

average in the core courses of 3.0 or above on a 4.0 scale weighted grade point average. 

 

For students entering the 9th Grade in 2012-2013 and beyond: 
Required courses in italics 

English/Language Arts  
4 Units 

1 unit Ninth Grade Literature/Composition 
1 unit American Literature/Composition 
2 units English/Language Arts Core, 
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including AP/IB courses 
Mathematics  
4 units 

1 unit Coordinate Algebra, Acc Coordinate Alg-Analytic 
Geometry or Acc Math 2 or equivalent 
1 unit Analytic Geometry, Acc Analytic Geometry-Adv 
Algebra or Acc Math 3 or  equivalent 
1 unit Adv Algebra or Acc Pre-Calculus or AP/IB course 
options or equivalent 
1 unit Pre-Calculus or AP/IB options or equivalent 

Science 
4 units 
 

1 unit Physics or equivalent 
1 unit Chemistry, 
1 unit Biology, 
1 unit Science Core, including AP/IB 
Courses 

Social Studies  
4 Units 
 

1 unit Economics (.5) and Citizenship (.5) 
1 unit World History 
1 unit US History 
1 unit Senior Social Science Core, including AP/IB 
courses 

World Language  
2 units 

2 units of the same world language 

Career, Technical and Agricultural 
Education, Fine Arts or Approved 
Electives  
3 units 

Any approved courses in these areas 
Students must have a minimum of 0.5 credits in Fine 
Arts and Career Tech 

Physical Education and Health  
1 unit 

½ unit Personal Fitness 
½ unit Health 

Personal Project, Senior Project *Under extenuating circumstances, the building 
Principal may waive the Personal Project and/or Senior 
Project requirement. 

Electives  
5 units 

 

Total number of required units 25  
For the diploma with distinction program, students must earn 27 units with a grade point average in the 
core courses of 3.0 or above on a 4.0 scale weighted grade point average. 
* * Students must pass a state required assessment in English Language Arts, Math, Science, Social 
Studies and Writing in order to graduate. 
 

Pupil Progression Plan 2017-2018 Page 55 



a. Definitions 

(1) Carnegie unit - one unit of credit awarded for a minimum of 
135 clock hours of instruction. 

(2) Carnegie unit, summer school - one unit of credit awarded 
for a minimum of 120 clock hours of instruction.  

(3) Core course - one of the courses in the areas of English, 
mathematics, science, social studies, or foreign language required 
for graduation by the state of Georgia and/or the local school 
system. 

(4) Elective course - a course that a student may select 
beyond the core requirements to fulfill the Carnegie unit 
requirements for graduation. 

(5) Dual enrollment – the participation of a student with a 
regionally accredited postsecondary institution wherein a student 
earns Carnegie units of credit that count toward high school 
graduation requirements and post-secondary credit hours; these 
classes may or may not be at the high school. Included are Accel, 
Hope Grant, Gateway to College, move on When Ready, 
Articulation, Residential, Joint Enrollment. 

(6) Directed Study - A student may earn directed study 
elective credit with the approval of the directed study coordinator, 
the supervising teacher, and the administrative team. 

(7)  Special Education Courses - A student is staffed into 
special education programs by means of recommendations, test 
results, parental consent, and placement procedures.  

(8) Special Education programs include the following: 
Behavior Disorders; Intellectually Disabled; Specific Learning 
Disabilities; Speech/Hearing Disorders; Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services. 

(9) Programs of study - courses needed to complete 
requirements for the Technology/Career Preparatory Endorsement 
(T/CP) and/or the College Preparatory Endorsement (CP). 

(10) Seal of endorsement - a seal/stamp approved by the 
Georgia Department of Education and affixed to high school 
diplomas by local school system staff for students who have 
satisfied specified requirements. 

(11) Secondary School Credentials - documents awarded to 
students at the completion of the high school experience. 
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(12) High School Diploma Credential - document awarded to 
students certifying that they have satisfied attendance 
requirements, Carnegie unit requirements, and the state 
assessment requirements as referenced in Georgia Board of 
Education Rule 160-3-1-.07 (Testing Programs - Student 
Assessment). After satisfying the educational requirements for the 
Technology/Career Preparatory and/or College Preparatory 
Endorsements, seals shall be affixed to the diploma and/or 
transcript. 

(13) High School Certificate of Attendance - document awarded 
to students who have not met state assessment requirements 
referenced in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07 
(Testing Programs - Student Assessment) but have met all 
requirements for attendance and Carnegie units. 

(14) Career Pathways - Career pathways are state-approved 
career enhancement programs defined as a coherent, articulated 
sequence of rigorous academic and career related courses usually 
commencing in the ninth grade and leading to an associate 
degree, and/or an industry-recognized certificate or licensure, 
and/or a baccalaureate degree and beyond. Career, Technical 
and Agricultural Education (CTAE) provides all Georgia students 
with the opportunity to select at least three sequenced electives in 
a career pathway, along with recommended academic 
coursework, to prepare them to continue their education at any 
level or enter the world of work. 

3. Required/Core/Elective Credit 

a. Carnegie unit credit for core courses and graduation shall be 
awarded only for courses that include concepts and skills based on the 
Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) or GPS for grades 9-12. Core 
courses taken as part of an individualized education plan shall receive 
core Carnegie unit credit. 

b. Either elective course credit or no course credit shall be 
awarded for remedial courses in which instruction is based on GSE or 
GPS for grades K-8. 

c. Core area courses successfully completed may not be repeated. 
If a scheduling error causes such repetition, elective credit only will be 
granted. 

4. Areas of Study (Course Offerings) 

Pupil Progression Plan 2017-2018 Page 57 



a. Courses offered in the high school that shall earn Carnegie unit 
credit in English/language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, 
health/physical education, foreign languages, music, visual arts, drama, 
special education, and technology/career education are listed in Rule 
160-4-2-.03. 

5. Articulation Agreements 

a. Articulation is a partnership agreement between a college and 
the high school system that provides an opportunity to earn college 
credit, through competency testing, for courses taken in high school that 
have been evaluated and determined as equivalent to Technical 
College courses. 

b. Decatur High School has articulation agreements with Georgia 
Piedmont Technical College in various career technical areas. 

6. Required Procedures for Awarding Carnegie Units of Credit 

a. A Carnegie unit of credit for graduation shall be awarded to 
students in grades 9-12 for successful completion of courses of study 
based on the required hours of instruction provided during the regular 
school year or in summer school. 

b. Carnegie units of credit for graduation shall be awarded to high 
school students participating in joint enrollment or postsecondary 
options (Rule 160-4-2-.34).  

c. Schools shall accept student course credit earned in an 
accredited public or private school. These schools shall have been 
accredited at the time the credit was earned. Specific courses shall be 
determined to meet core curriculum requirements by evaluating course 
content. This evaluation shall be done by a school administrator or 
counselor. Information about course content may be obtained from 
students, parents, and/or former schools. The appropriate EOC must be 
administered to receive graduation credit for required EOC courses. 
Credit will be granted when, in the judgment of the evaluator, the course 
substantially meets the requirements.  

d. Equivalency credit will be shown on the student's transcript. A 
maximum of eight Carnegie credits may be transferred from other 
schools for each school year completed. 

e. Schools shall not substitute courses and exempt students from 
the required secondary minimum core curriculum in the college 
preparatory and technology/career preparatory programs unless the 
student transferred from an accredited secondary school or the courses 
presented for credit meet criteria identified in these procedures. 
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f. The board of education authorizes the high school principal to 
grant Carnegie unit credit for learning that has occurred outside the 
9-12 classroom on a student-by-student basis. A decision to award or 
exempt Carnegie unit credit in lieu of class enrollment shall be based on 
advisement by the high school administration, faculty, and/or counseling 
staff. 

g. Such advisement shall include evaluation of the student's 
transcript for course equivalency and/or a proficiency test and/or actual 
classroom performance to determine mastered prerequisite skills. 
Equivalency credit shall be shown on the transcript. 

h. In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.13 
credit shall be awarded to students who reach the performance level of 
Exceeds on an EOC prior to taking the course. For example, a student 
may attempt the Biology EOC prior to taking the course. If the student 
reaches the performance level of Exceeds, the local board of education 
shall award the student the Biology course credit. Specific details 
relating to “testing out” are listed below. 

7.  Testing Out for Credit 

a. A student may test-out of any course that has an associated 
EOC.  

b. A student may only earn up to three credits by testing-out.  

c.  Students must meet the following requirements for earning 
course credit through testing out: 

(1) Not currently or previously enrolled in the course;  

(2) Have earned a grade of B or better in a content area 
course that is the same content area of the course for which the 
student is attempting the EOC. 

(3) Received a teacher recommendation from a teacher in the 
same content area of the course for which the student is 
attempting the EOC. 

(4) Received parent/guardian permission if the student is less 
than 18 years of age.  

(5) Eligible students are only allowed one opportunity per 
course to demonstrate subject area competency. 
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(6) Students who do not reach the performance level of 
Exceeds when attempting to test-out must enroll in and complete 
the associated course and retake the EOC even if the students 
make a passing grade on the EOC during the testing-out attempt, 
if the course is required for graduation; and 

(7) The testing out option is available pending the 
implementation of a Georgia Department of Education EOC 
Testing Out assessment window. 

8. Local Authorities and Responsibilities 

a. The City Schools of Decatur Board of Education shall provide 
instructional, support, and delivery services. These services shall 
include, but are not limited, to the following: 

(1) All secondary students will receive career and academic 
advisement from advisors, homeroom teachers, counselors, or 
other designees at least twice monthly to ensure that they follow a 
program that will enable them to meet graduation requirements 
and prepare for adult career interests. At least one annual session 
wherein students receive career and academic advisement will be 
documented with a dated record signed by the student, parents, 
and advisor. The school will provide a continuous guidance 
component beginning with the ninth grade with the following 
purposes: 

(a) Familiarize students with graduation requirements; 
(b) Help students identify the relationship of individual 
career objectives to the high school program of study they plan 
to follow; and 
(c) Provide annual advisement sessions to report student 
progress and to offer alternatives for meeting graduation 
requirements and career objectives. 

(2) Record keeping and reporting services that document 
student progress toward graduation and include information for the 
school, parents, and students. 

(3) Diagnostic and ongoing evaluation services that measure 
individual student progress in meeting competency expectations 
for graduation. 

(4) Instructional programs, curriculum and course guides, and 
remedial opportunities to assist each student in meeting 
graduation requirements. 
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(5) Appropriate curriculum and assessment procedures for 
students who have been identified as having disabilities, which 
prevent them from meeting the prescribed competency 
performance requirements. REF; O.C.G.A. 20-2-131; 20-2-140; 
20-2-142; 20-2-150(a); 20-2-151(b); 20-2-154(a); 20-163; 
20-2-281(b). 

9. Other Requirements and Recommendations 

a. Students who complete the College Preparatory Seal of 
Endorsement may also receive the Technology/Career Preparatory 
Seal of Endorsement with at least four technology/career units earned, 
three of which must be concentrated in one of the following areas: 
Business Marketing and Information Management, Health Occupations, 
Family and Consumer Science, JROTC, Trade and Industrial, or School 
to Career (Class of 2011 only). 

b. Remedial courses count as elective credit only. 

c. Attendance requirements and graduation assessment 
requirements must also be met. 

d. Units for graduation shall be awarded only for courses approved 
by the Georgia Board of Education for grades 9 through 12. The 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) shall specify whether core 
courses taken as a part of an IEP shall receive core unit credit. IEP 
teams will refer to Rule 160-4-2-.48 in making decisions about 
mathematics courses. Students may consider an alternate math 
sequence if the following applies: 

(1) The student is identified with a disability that affected 
mathematics achievement;  

(2) ii. The student successfully earns course credit for 
Mathematics I and Mathematics II or GPS Algebra and GPS 
Geometry or GSE Coordinate Algebra and GSE Analytic 
Geometry; and  

(3) iii. The student successfully earns course credit for at least 
two other state-approved mathematics courses, which may 
include, but not be limited to, Mathematics Support courses.  

e. The same course shall not be used to satisfy more than one unit 
requirement toward graduation. 

f. Courses that earn unit credit are listed in State Rule 160-4-2-.20, 
List of State-Funded K-8 Subjects and 9-12 Courses for Students 
Entering Ninth Grade in 2008. 
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g. Unit credit shall be awarded to students participating in dual 
enrollment programs based on the requirements in policy IDCH, Dual 
Enrollment Programs. 

h. Unit credit shall be awarded to students who pass courses in the 
Georgia Virtual School based on the requirements of State Rule 
160-8-1-.01. Online courses delivered by other providers must meet 
regional standards of accreditation, align with the state curriculum 
standards and meet the minimum clock hour requirements listed above. 

i. A student must earn a grade of 70 or higher to receive credit for 
a course toward fulfilling graduation requirements.  

j. Students shall meet the graduation requirements in effect at the 
time of their enrollment in the 9th grade, regardless of changes in 
requirements affecting subsequent classes. 

k. Students transferring from private schools, home study 
programs, or other states or countries shall meet the graduation 
requirements that apply to the cohort of students in the grade in which 
they enroll. The transcripts of transfer students for whom it is not 
possible to meet the Decatur City Schools graduation requirement by 
the end of the senior year shall be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

l. Students who officially withdraw from school and re-enroll in 
school at a later date shall be subject to the following requirements: 

(1) Students returning to school after having been withdrawn 
from school for one academic year or more must meet the 
graduation requirements that apply to the cohort of students in the 
grade in which they re-enroll. However, if students have 
transferred from school to school but have been consistently 
enrolled, the original graduation criteria apply. 

m. Students shall be promoted at the end of second semester or 
summer session of each year. Students shall not be promoted midyear. 
With the approval of the principal, a student may be moved from 11th to 
12th grade at the end of 1st  semester if the student can graduate during 
the same academic year. 

n. End of Course Tests (EOC) Retest Opportunities 

(1) Students who pass the EOC test are not eligible for retest 
opportunities. 

(2) If a student fails both the EOC course and the EOC test, 
they are not eligible for retest opportunities. 
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(3) If a student passes the EOC course but fails the EOC test, 
they will be eligible for one retest opportunity. In order to take 
advantage of the retest opportunity, students must attend a 
Principal approved remediation program. The score from the EOC 
retest will not be used to recalculate the final course average. 

o. Test accommodations for students with disabilities shall be 
provided as required in State Rule 160-3-1-.07 Testing Programs – 
Student Assessment. 

p. The following secondary school credentials shall be awarded: 

(1) High School Diploma - the document awarded to students 
who meet all attendance requirements, unit requirements and the 
state assessment requirements as referenced in Rule 160-3-1-.07 
Testing Programs – Student Assessment. 

(2) High School Certificate - the document awarded to 
students who meet attendance requirements and have earned 27 
units but do not complete all other criteria for a diploma. 

q. Progress made by secondary students toward completion of 
high school graduation requirements shall be documented and reported 
to students and parents on a regular basis in the form of a progress 
report. The transcript shall serve as the official record. Paper transcripts 
are official only when embossed with the school’s seal. 

r. Interventions and support for acceleration and enhancement 
shall be available to assist students in meeting requirements for 
graduation. 

s. Students are prohibited from substituting and exempting courses 
in the required minimum curriculum with exceptions listed below. 

t. Exceptions for Graduation for Students with Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities 

(1) Appropriate curriculum and assessment shall be provided 
for students with disabilities. Students with significant cognitive 
disabilities may graduate and receive a regular high school 
diploma when the student’s IEP team determines that the student 
has: 

(a) completed an integrated curriculum based on the GSE 
and/or GPS that includes instruction in Mathematics, 
English/Language Arts, Science and Social Studies as well as 
career preparation, self determination, independent living and 
personal care to equal a minimum of 23 units of instruction, and 

(b) participated in the Georgia Alternative Assessment 
(GAA) during middle school and high school and earned a 
proficient score on the high school GAA test, and 
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(c) reached the 22nd birthday or has transitioned to an 
employment/education/training setting in which the supports 
needed are provided by an entity other than Decatur City 
Schools. 

u. Exceptions for Graduation regarding World Languages (Other 
than English) 

(1) Students whose native language is not English receive an 
exemption from the requirement by demonstrating proficiency in 
the native language pursuant to State Rule 160-4-2-.48. Students 
who receive exemptions from this requirement shall substitute 
core courses for the two required modern language units. 

(2) Students with documented educational plans, to include a 
plan developed through the Academic Intervention Team process, 
a 504 Plan and an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), upon 
determination through this process, may meet diploma 
requirements without completing two years of a World Language. 
Completing two years of a language other than English is an 
admissions requirement for entrance into a University System of 
Georgia four-year college or university and should be considered 
by the AIP, 504 or IEP team as this determination is considered. 

v. Students Transferring from International Programs 

(1) For credits earned at international education programs that 
are not compatible with American programs, a designation of P 
(Pass) will be used to show the assessment score on the 
transcript 

w. Unit Credit in Middle School 

(1) Transcripts may reflect the completion of courses offered 
in the middle school grades that meet the following criteria: 

(a) The course must meet all 9 through 12 state curriculum 
standards.  
(b) The transcript record for the course must include an End 
of Course Test (EOC) score as prescribed if an EOC is required 
by the Georgia Department of Education.  
(c) The student must earn a grade of 70 or better.  

(2) However, units earned in middle schools (with the 
exception of Health and Personal Fitness) shall not be counted 
toward the total required units for graduation. The unit(s) earned in 
middle school shall be posted on the high school transcript as 
pass/fail and shall be counted as elective units, but grades for 
these courses shall not be used to calculate grade-point averages 
for purposes of class rank or HOPE scholarship eligibility. 
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(3) Students who transfer from another school system which 
allows 8th grade credits to count toward graduation may use the 
credit to exempt specific course requirements if the principal or 
designee determines the Decatur City Schools graduation 
requirements may not be met without inclusion of these units. 

x.  Personal Fitness 

(1)  Personal Fitness courses coded as 36.5100 will include 
instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator as required in O.C.G.A § 
20-2-149.1. 
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10. Credit for College Courses 

a. Dual Enrollment Programs 

(1) Any eligible high school student may enroll full-time or 
part-time in approved credit-bearing college-level courses 
approved by the State Board of Education. Students do not need 
to be enrolled in a special program to be eligible for dual 
enrollment. Many career academies include dual enrollment 
opportunities. Specialized schools or programs, like Early College 
and residential programs, include dual enrollment options. The 
following programs are available to assist eligible high school 
students with college coursework taken through dual enrollment. 

b. Definitions 

(1) Accel Program. Accel is a non-need based grant program 
offered during the fall, winter, and spring terms of the school year 
for students that wish to take college-level (academic-only, 
degree-level) coursework for credit towards both high school and 
college graduation requirements. Eligible students must meet 
certain criteria included in the Eligibility section of this document. 
The Accel Program is funded by the Georgia Lottery for Education 
and administered by the Georgia Student Finance Commission 
(GSFC). 

(a) Accel students may be enrolled part-time or full-time in 
college-level coursework. 
(b) NOTE: All hours paid by the Accel program will be 
included in the combined paid-hours limit of 127 semester/190 
quarter hours, which includes payments from the HOPE 
Scholarship, HOPE Grant and Accel programs. Once a student 
has been paid Accel or HOPE for 127 semester hours or 190 
quarter hours, that student is no longer eligible to continue to 
receive HOPE or Accel payment. 
(c) As stated above, hours paid under Accel will count 
against the 127 paid hour cap for the HOPE Scholarship, but 
college coursework taken by high school students before 
graduation with other fund sources (including Move on When 
Ready) will not count. 

(2) HOPE Grant Program. The HOPE Grant program is a 
non-need based grant program, separate from the HOPE 
Scholarship, offered during the fall, winter, and spring terms of the 
school year at eligible high schools for Georgia residents seeking 
technical certificates or diplomas from TCSG and USG eligible 
postsecondary institutions. The Georgia Lottery for Education 
funds the Hope Grant program. The Georgia Student Finance 
Commission (GSFC) administers the program. 
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(3) House Bill 149 (Move on When Ready) provides an 
arrangement whereby an eligible student entering eleventh or 
twelfth grade who spent the prior school year in attendance at a 
public high school in Georgia may take all of his or her courses at 
or through an eligible institution or a virtual course approved by 
the State Board of Education and receive secondary credit from 
his or her high school with the goal of completing graduation and 
high school diploma requirements. As with all dual enrollments, 
Move on When Ready (MOWR) students are enrolled in both the 
high school and the postsecondary institution and earn credits at 
both. Under HB149, dual enrollment funding for Move on When 
Ready students is provided through FTE, as arranged by the 
Department of Education. 

c. Other Programs 

(1) Early College is an initiative facilitated by the University 
System of Georgia (USG) in partnership with the Georgia 
Department of Education (GaDOE). Early College schools allow 
identified students to participate in a dual enrollment program and 
to earn dual academic credit. This blended model targets students 
traditionally underrepresented in post-secondary education: high 
poverty, minority, and first-generation college with the goal of 
completing one to two years of transferable credit towards a 
Bachelor's Degree or Associate's Degree prior to graduating from 
high school. Participants enter Early College prior to the junior 
year of high school and in some cases as early as the sixth grade. 
Each Early College site is a partnership between a designated 
local school system and University System of Georgia institution. 
Tuition, fees, and books for approved Dual Academic Credit 
courses may be funded through the Accel Program operated by 
the Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC). Students must 
meet Accel Program criteria established by the Georgia Student 
Finance Commission and the postsecondary institution to be 
eligible for funding.  

(2) Gateway to College. Gateway to College is a program that 
empowers identified youth who have already dropped out of high 
school or are not on track to graduate, but have the potential, to 
earn a diploma and dual enrollment credit in a supportive college 
environment. Gateway to College is located exclusively on a 
college campus and is site specific through local agreements 
between local school systems and colleges. 
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(3) Residential Programs. The University System of Georgia 
offers residential programs for gifted, talented, and motivated 
student at two institutions, the Advanced Academy of Georgia on 
the campus of the University of West Georgia and the Georgia 
Academy of Mathematics, Engineering and Science at Middle 
Georgia College. To participate in an early admission residential 
program a student must meet the approved high school GPA and 
SAT/ACT requirements of the program and any additional 
admissions requirements as defined by the institution. Students 
will be expected to enroll in, but not be limited to, courses that will 
satisfy high school graduation requirements. Students enrolling in 
a residential program may be eligible for Accel. 

d. Definitions 

(1) ACCEL program - a lottery-funded dual enrollment 
program administered by the Georgia Student Finance 
Commission (GSFC) that under rules promulgated by the GSFC 
provides for eligible juniors and seniors to take certain courses 
from postsecondary institutions that count for high school 
graduation credit and  postsecondary credit. 

(2) Approved courses - courses identified by the Georgia 
Department of Education that are eligible to be taken under dual 
enrollment programs. 

(3) Course - instruction for which credit is awarded. 

(4) Credit - units or portions of units earned and applied 
toward high school graduation and credit hours earned toward the 
completion of a postsecondary program of study. 

(5) Dual Enrollment - a process through which high school 
students take courses from a state public or private postsecondary 
institution while still enrolled as a high school student and receive 
credit both at the high school and at the postsecondary institution. 

(6) Early College - a program jointly operated by the State 
Board of Education and the Board of Regents that allows identified 
students to participate in a dual enrollment program prior to the 
11th grade. (not offered at this time) 

(7) Eligible student - a student who is accepted by a state 
public or private postsecondary institution and GSFC as meeting 
the requirements for participation in the lottery-funded dual or joint 
enrollment program. 
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(8) Gateway to College - a program jointly operated by the 
State Board of Education and the Board of Regents that allows 
identified students to participate in a dual enrollment program prior 
to the 11th grade. (not offered at this time) 

(9) Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC) - the 
Georgia state government agency that administers postsecondary 
financial aid. 

(10)  HOPE Grant - the funding mechanism administered by the 
GSFC that under rules promulgated by the GSFC provides for 
eligible students to participate in diploma or certificate programs at 
public postsecondary institutions. 

(11)  Joint Enrollment - a process through which high school 
students take courses at a state public or private postsecondary 
institution while still enrolled as a high school student and receive 
credit only at the postsecondary institution. GSFC only provides 
funding for joint enrollment diploma or certificate courses taken at 
public postsecondary institutions through a Hope Grant. 

(12)  Lottery-funded Dual Enrollment Programs - programs that 
are provided to eligible high school students who are taking 
courses at state public or private postsecondary institutions paid 
for through lottery funds. These include the ACCEL program for 
college level coursework and HOPE Grant program for certificate 
or diploma coursework. 

e. Requirements 

(1) ACCEL  
(a) Students who participate in this dual enrollment program 
shall adhere to the ACCEL guidelines as developed by the 
GSFC. 
(b) Courses shall be chosen by eligible students from the list 
approved by the Georgia Department of Education developed 
with consideration of input from the Georgia Board of Regents. 

(2) HOPE Grant Programs 
(a) Students who participate in this dual or joint enrollment 
program shall adhere to the funding guidelines as developed by 
the GSFC. 
(b) Programmatic guidelines for this program shall be 
developed by the Georgia Department of Education with 
consideration of input from the Georgia Department of Technical 
and Adult Education. 
(c) Courses shall be chosen by eligible students from the list 
approved by the Georgia Department of Education developed 
with consideration of input from the Georgia Department of 
Technical and Adult Education. 
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(d) Credits earned through “testing out” will be part of the 
HOPE calculation. 

(3) Special Dual Enrollment Programs  
(a) Students accepted into Early College or Gateway to 
College or who participate in one of the full-time dual enrollment 
programs administered by the Department and the Board of 
Regents shall abide by the guidelines developed for those 
programs. 
(b) Courses for special dual enrollment programs shall be 
chosen by eligible students from lists developed by the Georgia 
Department of Education for such programs with consideration of 
input from the Georgia Board of Regents. 

(4) Non-Lottery Funded Dual or Joint Enrollment Programs 
(a) Students who are not accepted by GSFC for 
participation in lottery-funded dual or joint enrollment programs 
but who have been accepted by a state public or private 
postsecondary institution are eligible to take the same courses 
identified for lottery funded programs. 
(b) The student or the student's parent/guardian is 
responsible for all costs related to participation in a 
non-lottery-funded dual or joint enrollment program. 

f. Awarding of high school credit for courses taken in dual 
enrollment programs  

(1) City Schools of Decatur shall accept the postsecondary 
credit of a student who successfully completes an approved 
course at an eligible institution toward state and local high school 
graduation requirements and subject area requirements of the 
State Board of Education. 

(2) The grades and amount of credit for each approved course 
for students who participate in approved dual enrollment programs 
shall be placed on high school transcripts and shall be used in 
computing grade point averages. 

(3) Semester hour credit shall be converted to high school unit 
credit at the following ratio: 
1-2 semester hour credits = .5 high school unit credit 
3-5 semester hour credits = 1 high school credit 
1-3 quarter hour credits = .5 high school unit credit 
4-8 quarter hour credits = 1 high school unit credit 

(4) Quarter hour credit shall be converted to high school unit 
credit at a 7.5 to one ratio: 8 quarter hours = 1.06 units; 7 quarter 
hours = .92 unit; 6 quarter hours = .79 unit; 5 quarter hours = .66 
unit; 4 quarter hours = .53 unit; 3 quarter hours = .4 unit; 2 quarter 
hours = .26 unit; 1 quarter hour = .13 unit. 

g. Local school system responsibilities  

Pupil Progression Plan 2017-2018 Page 70 



(1) City Schools of Decatur shall do the following: 
(a) Require eligible students to meet state assessment 
requirements as referenced in State Board of Education Rule 
160-3-1-.07. 
(b) Require students who do not participate in one of 
aforementioned programs after they have enrolled to be 
assigned to high school classes. 
(c) Provide students with information concerning the 
opportunity of dual and joint enrollment programs as part of the 
development of their plan of study. By April 1 of each school year 
or prior to enrollment in an eligible institution, high school 
counselors shall provide general information about lottery-funded 
program dual and joint enrollment programs to all eligible 
students. 
(d) Provide advisement information to interested student (s) 
and parent(s) or guardian(s) which shall include: 

(i) The names of eligible institutions, approved 
courses, information about approved academic 
transferable credit and local and state high school 
graduation requirements. 

(ii) The name of a contact person at each eligible 
institution for information concerning the program. 

(iii) Procedures for scheduling approved courses 
between the high school and the eligible institutions. 

(iv) The potential effect of the program on a student 
completing a course and completing required high 
school graduation requirements. 

(v) Consequences of course incompletion, course 
failure, and the possible delay of high school graduation. 

(vi) Eligibility information for participating in 
extracurricular activities. 

(vii) The academic and social responsibilities of the 
student and parent(s) or guardian(s), including 
continuing responsibilities to obey the rules of both the 
eligible institution and the high school. 

(viii) Prior to enrolling, require parent(s)/guardian(s) 
and the student who elects to participate to sign a form 
stating that they have received the advisement services 
specified and that they understand the responsibilities 
and possible consequences. Authority: O.C.G.A. 
20-2-240. 
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11. Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Program (IBDP) 

a. A student will receive high school credit based on the grade 
received in the AP class. 

b. To receive weighted credit, a student enrolled in an AP class is 
required to take the AP exam. 

c. A student who is not taking an AP course may take the AP 
examination provided the student pays the examination fee. However, 
no high school credit will be granted for passing the AP examination. 

d. Numerical averages for Advanced Placement courses will be 
increased by 5 on a 100 scale or 1.0 on a 4.0 scale, which will be 
reflected in the weighted GPA. 

e. IB HL courses will be weighted in both the junior and senior 
years. IB SL courses will be weighted in the senior year only, except 
when students in the course take AP exams at the end of the junior year 
in the IB SL course. 

12. Promotion from grade level to grade level 

a. Students entering in 2008-2009  

(1) From Grade 9 to 10: 5 credits, including one full credit 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

(2) From Grade 10 to 11: 12 credits, including two full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

(3) From Grade 11 to 12: 18 credits, including three full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

b. Students entering in 2009-2010 
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(1) From Grade 9 to 10: 5 credits, including one full credit 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

(2) From Grade 10 to 11: 11 credits, including two full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

(3) From Grade 11 to 12: 17 credits, including three full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

c. Students entering in 2010-2011  

(1) From Grade 9 to 10: 6 credits, including one full credit 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

(2) From Grade 10 to 11: 12 credits, including two full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

(3) From Grade 11 to 12: 18 credits, including three full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts.  

d. Students entering in 2011-2012 and beyond 

(1) From Grade 9 to 10: 6 credits, including one full credit 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts. 

(2) From Grade 10 to 11: 12 credits, including two full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts, successful 
completion of the Personal Project. 

(3) From Grade 11 to 12: 18 credits, including three full credits 
each of required coursework for graduation in mathematics, 
science, social studies and English language arts.  

 

e. Students will be promoted to the next grade at the end of the 
academic year. 
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13. Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

a. Highest weighted average in senior class 

b. Must be enrolled at Decatur High School for the entire senior 
year 

c. No more than three classes may be dual enrolled classes at a 
location other than DHS 

d. Any transfer student must have courses from a high school that 
is fully accredited by a state or regional institution 

H. Summer Learning 

1. Credit recovery 

a. Options may be offered during the school year and during in 
specific subject areas. Counselors will provide information for eligible 
students. 

2. Academic summer school for Carnegie Units 

a. DeKalb County Schools offer summer school options for a 
monetary fee. The school counselors distribute this information. 

I. Online Learning 

1. Online option 

a. Elective and required course work can also be completed 
through Georgia Virtual School or another state approved online 
program. Georgia Virtual School serves as the approved online program 
for City Schools of Decatur. Parents are responsible for the cost of any 
course not taken at Decatur High School, not including Georgia Virtual 
School. 

J. Alternative Options 

1. Alternative Education Program 

a. For students that have been recommended through discipline 
hearing to attend Alternative Education, a request is made to the 
DeKalb Alternative School to accept City Schools of Decatur students. 
The Memorandum of Agreement can be found on the CSD website with 
all the PPP appendices. 

b. Decatur High School makes this phone contact with the DeKalb 
Alternative School and informs the family of the timeline and 
procedures. 
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c. Procedure 

(1) Decatur High School makes contact with the DeKalb 
Alternative School to check for space availability before tribunal. 

(2) If recommended to tribunal, Decatur High School principal 
or principal’s designee makes phone contact with DeKalb 
Alternative School. 

(3) Decatur High School alerts the parents of date for the 
registration appointment at the DeKalb Alternative School. 

(4) Decatur High School alerts parents of date to pick up the 
withdrawal packet from the school. 

(5) Decatur High School monitors student progress for City 
Schools of Decatur students at established marking periods to 
ensure students are fulfilling requirements of tribunal resolution. 

(6) For tribunals taking place at the 160th school day and 
beyond, extended long-term suspension may be an alternative to 
the DeKalb Alternative School. In such cases, work will be 
provided to the student by Decatur High School. Any exams will 
be taken after the scheduled exam dates. 
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